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Dear Friends, 
 

Warmest greetings from all at Greenfields Friends and Childhood 

First.  This is the second edition of the Greenfields Friends’ 

Newsletter to keep you more closely in touch with what is 

happening with Greenfields Friends, the work of Childhood First in 

Kent and how we are progressing.  We hope that you will find this 

edition interesting and informative.   
 

With all good wishes, Greenfields Friends’ Committee & 
All at Greenfields and Childhood First 

Situated in the heart of Kent, Greenfields 
House and School provide year-round 

specialist care, education and treatment 

for children aged 5 to 13 years old.  

Greenfields is part of Childhood First, a 

pioneering charity that helps children at 

risk of a lifetime in and out of the justice 

and psychiatric systems, as a result of the 

severe emotional trauma they have 

suffered because of serious neglect and 

abuse.   

 
 

Lead Committee 
Sarah Scarratt, Chair  Deirdre Massey 
Catriona Prest, Secretary Amanda Petch 
Marylyn Bacon   Caroline Stewart (Childhood First) 
Sarah Dean    Natacha Woods 

 

Issue 2 



 2 

News 
 

Expansion of Childhood First’s work in Kent 
We are excited to announce that 2012 will see the expansion of 

Childhood First’s work in Kent.  We are due to open a second 

therapeutic community in the county in Autumn 2012, which will 

be known as Gables House. 

 

 
 

The new home will be located on a 4 acre site adjacent to 

Greenfields. The building plans are now underway.  As well as 

providing additional residential capacity, which will initially cater 

for 5 children, we are also planning a contact and therapeutic 

suite on this site.   We look forward to taking our first children 

later in the year. 

 
New Deputy Director for Greenfields 
We are delighted to announce the appointment of Laura Downs as 

the new Deputy Director of Greenfields.  Laura has been a valued 

member of Greenfields staff for the last four and a half years.  

She initially joined the team as the Placement and Family Support 

Officer. 
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Greenfields Friends welcomes new members to the Lead 
Committee 
The New Year has brought two new members to the Lead 

Committee of Greenfields Friends.  We are delighted to welcome 

Sarah Dean and Amanda Petch on board and look forward to 

working with them going forward. 

 

We would also like express our grateful thanks to Tim Bacon and 

Kate Gale for all the time, effort and enthusiasm that they have 

devoted to help establish Greenfields Friends and in support of 

our cause. They have stepped down from the Lead Committee, 

but  Tim remains a patron of Childhood First. 

 

Recent events 
 

Jolly Lovely!  Festive floristry fun raises funds for Greenfields 
On 5th December 2011, 15 guests gathered in Woodchurch for 

some festive fun and floristry, taking part in a Christmas wreath-

making event organised by Greenfields Friends.  The event was 

kindly hosted by Peregrine and Deirdre Massey. 
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Amanda Taggart (right) and Claire Dunning (left) from Jolly 

Lovely pictured above. 

 

Our wreath-makers were treated to an expert demonstration from 

Amanda Taggart and Claire Dunning of Jolly Lovely who 

generously volunteered their time and expertise for the day.  

Amanda and Claire specialise in making beautiful bespoke gifts 

and home furnishings.  To find out more, please visit Jolly 

Lovely’s Facebook page -   

http://www.facebook.com/pages/JollyLovely/196341430418293 .   

 

Guests enjoyed a wonderful lunch laid on by the ladies of the 

Greenfields Friends Committee, led by our head chefs for the day, 

Natacha Woods and Marylyn Bacon.   

 

The event raised £1,160 towards the ground floor development at 

Greenfields, which focuses on the development of the kitchen and 

dining room area.  Thank you to all the guests, organisers, our 

hosts, Jolly Lovely and everyone who donated materials for 

making the day such a success!! 

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/JollyLovely/196341430418293
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Some of the beautiful creations made by our wreath-makers (pictured 

above). 
 

Rousing reception for Greenfields in Riverhill, Sevenoaks 
Braving the unseasonal rainy weather, around 100 guests 

gathered at the beautiful Riverhill House near Sevenoaks on 10th 

May for a reception held by Greenfields Friends.  The event was 

also attended by Stephen Blunden, Chief Executive of Childhood 

First, and Gary Yexley, Director of Greenfields. 

 

The event was graciously hosted by the Rogers family.  Guests 

were treated to a delicious selection of canapés laid on by the 

ladies of the Riverhill Reception Committee and the Greenfields 

Friends Committee. They also enjoyed beautiful wine supplied by 

Bibendum Wine. 

 

The evening closed with an address given by Stephen Blunden, 

Chief Executive of Childhood First, and a special raffle organised 

by Greenfields Friends.   
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Members of the Riverhill Reception Committee and Greenfields Friends 

Lead Committee (pictured above). 

 
 

 
Stephen Blunden, Chief Executive of Childhood First and Gary Yexley, 

Director of Greenfields (pictured above). 
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The raffle featured a weekend for two at a Malmaison hotel, kindly 

organised by John Harrison, Childhood First’s Chairman of 

Trustees; a hot air balloon ride for two, kindly donated by Merlin 

Balloons; and the gardening goodies hamper, kindly donated by 

the Greenfields Friends’ Committee.  We are very grateful for the 

enthusiasm with which the guests supported the evening’s raffle 

and very much hope that the lucky raffle winners enjoyed their 

prizes! 

 

 

 
 

 

The evening raised £3,055 towards the ground floor development 

at Greenfields, which focuses on the redevelopment of the kitchen 

and dining room areas.  Childhood First and Greenfields would like 

to extend a huge thank you to all the guests, the Rogers family, 

the Riverhill Reception Committee and Greenfields Friends Lead 

Committee, all the helpers who worked so hard on the night, our 

generous raffle contributors and Bibendum Wine. 
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Our grateful thanks to… 
 

All those who have become Greenfields Sponsors for their 

continuing generosity. 

 

Everyone who took part in the pancake party at Hamstreet in 

support of Greenfields, raising £65. 

 

All those who supported Childhood First through the Radio 4 

Appeal in February. 

 

Scullsgate Local Odd Pod Show, which donated £100 of its 

proceeds to Greenfields. 

 

The Edward Starr Trust, which made a grant of £2,280 for the 

purchase of specialist toys used by our Placement and Family 

Support service. 

 

The Ladham Charitable Trust, which donated £10,000 towards 

the ground floor development at Greenfields. 

 

All our wreath-makers, Amanda Taggart and Claire Dunning of 

Jolly Lovely, Peregrine and Deirdre Massey who kindly hosted the 

wreath-making, our lead organiser Natacha Woods and the ladies 

of the Lead Committee who assisted at the event. They raised 

£1,160. 

 

All the guests who attended the Riverhill reception on 10th May for 

their generous donations and enthusiastic support of the raffle. 

Our gracious hosts the Rogers family.  All our raffle donors who 

contributed fantastic raffle prizes.  They raised £3,055. 
 

Dates for your diary 
 

Greenfields Friends lunch in Hawkhurst 
Join Greenfields Friends for a special lunch in Hawkhurst, which 

will raise funds in support of Greenfields and The Gables.  This 

event will be hosted on Monday 10th September 2012 by Tom 

and Catriona Prest. 
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Getting Involved 
 

You can make a big difference to the lives of some of the UK’s 

most vulnerable children with Greenfields Friends and Childhood 

First.  There are many ways that you can get involved. 

 

The Greenfields Friends’ Committee help the charity in a wide 

variety of ways.  They help us to raise awareness about the 

charity and our life-saving work in Kent.  They help us to widen 

our network of Friends and supporters.  They lend us their 

professional expertise to help the charity realise a project, or 

further the development of the charity and its work.  They help us 

to raise vital voluntary donations through fundraising events 

for new facilities, equipment and services for the benefit of the 

children in our care, as well as any improvements that we need to 

make to existing ones.   

 

If you would like to become involved with Greenfields Friends’ 

Committee, please contact Sarah Scarratt on 01233 712346 or by 

email at sarah.scarratt@virgin.net. 
 

You can also help by becoming a supporter of the life-saving work 

of Childhood First in Kent.  If you would like to become a member 

of Greenfields Friends or if you have any questions about the 

charity and its work, please contact Caroline Stewart on 020 
3326 4755 or by email at c.stewart@childhoodfirst.org.uk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:c.stewart@childhoodfirst.org.uk
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Childhood First Values 
 

The values which guide Childhood First are those we learn on a 

daily basis from each other in this work:  

 interdependence 

 hope 

 thoughtfulness 

 authenticity 

 perseverance. 

 

Some years ago, I came across an administrative colleague who 

had cut this list of values out of our brochure and stuck it on the 

wall next to her phone, to support her in embodying them in her 

work and life.  I was moved by this simple commitment to what it 

means to work for Childhood First, and have since tried to 

develop a habit of regular reflection on these values. 

 

Every member of Childhood First, children and adults alike, learns 

so much from the others.  It is openness to learning from others, 

at a profound human level, across all ages and roles, that is the 

core of our work and the ‘method’ of our community.  

 

 

 
Stephen Blunden 

Chief Executive 
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